
Class Attendance

4A 96%

2P 95.8%
1C 95.5%
1B 95.1%
5C 95%
3T 94.8%

4B 94.8%

6B 94.4%

5M 94.3%

3R 94.1%

RD 93.5%
3F 93.4%
6H 92.7%
RW 90.4%

REMINDERS
• Our winter uniform requires shirts with ties 

(not polo shirts)
• Water bottles should contain WATER ONLY
• Black school shoes are required-not 

trainers).
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St. Joseph’s is a joyful community which follows the example of Jesus, helping, accepting and 
respecting everyone, as we learn and grow together, safe in His love.

Welcome to January’s Newsletter!
We’ve hit the ground running in 2025 with an exciting 

and busy half-term. This year marks a significant 
milestone for our school as we open our Jubilee Year 
with a memorable launch day, which you’ll read more 

about in this newsletter. Alongside details of our 
Jubilee celebrations, this newsletter is packed with 

lots of information about what the children have been 
learning and experiencing in school so far this term. 
From classroom activities to special events, we’re 

delighted to share the incredible efforts and 
achievements of our pupils. Thank you for your 

support this month as we embrace all that 2025 has 
to offer!

Attendance

FEBRUARY’S KEY EVENTS
• Wb 3rd  Children’s Mental Health Week 
• Tuesday 4th-Year 5 Stay and Pray 
• Thursday 6th 2:30pm- 3R Class Assembly 
• Friday 7th NSPCC National Number Day 
• Monday 10th- 2Johns Internet safety day
• Tuesday 11th- Year 4 Stay and Pray
• Tuesday 11th -Year 1 Exotic Explorer Morning
• Tues 11th -Parents Evening 3.30pm -6.00pm 
• Thurs 13th  Parents Evening 3.30pm -6.00pm 

Thurs 13th 1C Class Assembly 
• Friday 14th  INSET DAY 
• 17th- 23rd- Half Term
• Tuesday 25th- Year 3 Stay and Pray
• Thursday 27th- Year 3 Roman Day

Good attendance is 
vital for academic 

success and a 
positive learning 

environment. We aim 
for all classes to 

maintain at least 97% 
attendance to ensure 

students stay 
engaged and on 
track. Let’s work 

together to achieve 
this goal for the 

benefit of all.

General Reminders

🔹 Supervise Younger Children – Please keep a 
close eye on younger siblings after school. 
They should not play on the equipment or ride 
scooters until they are outside the school 
gates.

🔹 Scooter Safety – If children are not old 
enough to push their own scooter safely, we 
kindly ask that adults carry them instead.

🔹 No Dogs in the Playground – For the safety 
and comfort of all children, dogs are not 
allowed inside the playground, even if they are 
being carried.

Thank you for helping us keep our school a 
safe and welcoming place for everyone!
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Catholic Social Teaching
At St. Joseph’s, we follow the teachings of our faith 

to help guide us in living good lives. One of these 
teachings is the importance of family and 

community. The Bible reminds us of this through 
the commandment:

“Honour your father and mother, that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord has 

given you” (Exodus 20:12). 

This means we should love and respect our 
parents and families, as they help us grow and 

learn to care for others.

This half term, we have been focusing on the 
Catholic Social Teaching principle of Family and 

Community. We started thinking about this 
theme with staff sharing in assembly pictures of 

their own families. 

By honouring our parents and embracing our 
roles within our families, we learn the values of 
care, responsibility, and mutual support. As a 

school, we extend this spirit beyond our homes, 
fostering an environment of love and connection 
where everyone can flourish in God’s grace. Let us 
continue to work together to build a strong, faith-
filled community rooted in respect, kindness, and 

unity.

.

.
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Gospel Values
Congratulations to the following children who were 

nominated for modelling the Gospel Value of 
SIMPLICITY:

Next month, we will be nominating pupils who show 
INTEGRITY and HOPE. 

KS1 KS2

Dominic (RD)
Harry (RD)

Florence (RW)
Caolan (RW)
Sophia (1B)

Theodore (1B)
Jack (1C)
Eva (1C)

George (2F)
Elsie (2F)

Joseph (2P)
Nifemi (2P)

Harriet (3R)
Bear (3T)

Georgia (3T)
Malachy (4A)
Felicity (4A)
Michael (4B)

Emily (4B)
James (5C)
Sadie (5C)
Harry (5M)
Amy (5M)

Annabelle (6B)
Millie L (6B)

George L (6H)
Penny (6H)
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Jubilee 2025
Pilgrims of Hope

Launch Day
It was wonderful to see our school bursting with colour 
as pupils arrived in their brightest clothes to celebrate 
the launch of the Jubilee 2025: Pilgrims of Hope. Each 
class embraced the theme by decorating their 
classroom doors to symbolise the Holy Door that Pope 
Francis opened to mark this special year in the Catholic 
Church. Pupils engaged in Jubilee-themed activities 
throughout the day, reflecting on hope and unity, and 
every child contributed to our "Rainbow of Hope." This 
stunning display in the school hall is filled with the hopes, 
wishes, and intentions of our students for the year 
ahead. We hope this joyful launch has set the tone for a 
year of growth and community in both our school and 
the wider Church family.
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Marking the Jubilee Year: ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ at Home

As we celebrate the Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of Hope, here are some meaningful and fun ways your family 
can join in the spirit of this special time. We encourage you to try some of these ideas together at 
home or in your community:

Links to Information and Resources
Jubilee 2025 Official Website- https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html
Ten: Ten Resources January Newsletter  https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-
home/parent-newsletter/
Caritas Social Action Network- https://www.csan.org.uk/jubilee-2025/
Brentwood Diocese Jubilee Page- https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/faith/year-of-jubilee-
pilgrims-of-hope/

Take a Family Pilgrimage
Visit a local cathedral, shrine, or place of prayer. 
Spend time together reflecting, praying, and 
sharing your faith journey.

Do Acts of Service Together
Celebrate hope by helping others! Ideas include 
creating care packages, volunteering, or 
organising a neighbourhood clean-up day.

Family Prayer Time
Set aside time daily or weekly for a special Jubilee 
prayer. You can use the official Jubilee prayer or 
create one as a family.

Share Stories of Hope
Parents, share a moment when hope and faith 
helped you through a challenge. Ask your children 
what hope means to them.

Get Creative with Crafts
Make a "Hope Banner," decorate stones as 
pilgrimage tokens, or craft lanterns to symbolise 
being a light of hope.

Start a Hope Journal
Record your blessings, prayers, and acts of 
kindness in a shared family journal throughout the 
Jubilee Year.

Plant Hope
Spend time in nature by planting flowers or a small 
garden as a symbol of hope, or enjoy a reflective 
hike or picnic.

Create a Family "Hope Capsule"
Write prayers or draw pictures about your hopes 
for the future, seal them in a time capsule, and 

plan to open it later as a family.

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
https://www.csan.org.uk/jubilee-2025/
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/faith/year-of-jubilee-pilgrims-of-hope/


Year 5 and 6 Road Safety Workshop
On Wednesday 15th January, Years 5 and 6 
took part in a Road Safety workshop from Drama 
Group, The Riot Act. The children had to look at 
the evidence following a Road Traffic Accident 
and decide who was most to blame. It was very 
interesting questioning key characters to 
complete an incident report, and the children 
enjoyed being detectives while learning valuable 
road safety skills.
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Year 4’s Questions for Fr. Matthew

As part of their RE topic on Community, Year 4 
met with Fr Matthew in the church to ask him lots 

of questions about his role as a priest. They 
found out about many different things including 

his favourite hymn and the names of his 
pets! Thank you Fr Matthew for giving up your 

time for us.

House Points- Running Total
The house with the largest total at the end of term will win a prize! 

Year 4’s Baking Bread Adventure!
Year 4 had a fantastic time learning how to make bread as part of their Design 
and Technology curriculum. The classroom was filled with excitement as pupils 
measured, mixed, kneaded, and shaped their dough, discovering the science 
behind breadmaking. They explored the importance of ingredients like yeast 
and the role of patience as they waited for their dough to rise. The results were 
impressive, with each student proudly taking home their delicious, freshly baked 
bread. This hands-on activity not only developed their practical skills but also 
tied in beautifully with lessons on healthy eating and teamwork. 

St. Anne’s St. Edward’s St. Helen’s St. Paul’s

10 5 4 11
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Year 4’s Vibrant Viking Voyage!
Year 4 had an incredible time during their Viking Day, fully immersing themselves in the world of the 

Norsemen. They explored genuine Viking artefacts, tried their hands at weaving and archery, and 
crafted Viking longboats out of clay. The afternoon was just as exciting, with the children learning about 

Viking courts and enjoying captivating storytelling sessions. A big thank you to everyone who helped 
make the day so special—and to our mini-Vikings for looking absolutely fantastic in their costumes!

Year 6 Triumph in Annual Rotary Quiz!
On Monday, 27th January, four of our Year 6 pupils—Somto
and Maria (both in 6B) and Elizabeth and Robert from 6H—

represented the school at Engagyne Primary School, 
competing against other schools in the annual Rotary 

Quiz. Facing a series of challenging questions, they 
showcased their knowledge, teamwork, and quick 

thinking—emerging victorious! With such a close contest, 
their win was even more impressive. We are incredibly 

proud of their achievement and can’t wait to cheer them 
on in the next round, where they will face even tougher 

competition. Well done, team! 🎉👏
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Year 5’s Journey to Ancient Egypt: A Day of Discovery and Fun!
On 21st January, our Year 5 pupils stepped back in time for an immersive Ancient Egyptian workshop, 
bringing their history topic to life! The morning was filled with hands-on activities, including crafting 
canopic jars, designing scarab beetle necklaces, and writing on authentic-style papyrus scrolls. In the 

afternoon, the excitement continued as the children performed traditional dance routines, retold 
captivating Ancient Egyptian legends, and indulged in a feast fit for Tutankhamun himself. It was a truly 
enriching and memorable experience, deepening their understanding of this fascinating civilization. We 

hope all of Year 5 had a fantastic time exploring the world of the pharaohs!

Reception Celebrates Chinese New Year with a Dance Workshop
Reception had a wonderful time celebrating Chinese New Year with an exciting Chinese Dance workshop! 
The children explored traditional Chinese culture through a graceful Fan Dance and were thrilled to take 

part in the vibrant Dragon and Lion dances. They loved learning the movements and experiencing the 
joy and energy of these traditional celebrations. It was a fantastic way to immerse ourselves in the spirit 

of the Chinese New Year, and the children thoroughly enjoyed every moment!
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Year 5 and 6 Choir Shine at Young Voices Concert
On Monday, 20th January, our Year 5 and 6 choir took part in the unforgettable Young Voices concert at 
the O2 Arena, joining over 8,000 children in a spectacular performance to a packed audience. The event 
featured special guests, including a Britain’s Got Talent finalist who had herself been a part of the Young 
Voices choir just a few years ago, and a lead singer from Strictly Come Dancing. The children sang and 
danced to an incredible repertoire, including songs from Bob Marley, Hairspray, Emeli Sandé, and original 
music created especially for the event. Our pupils were fantastic representatives of the school, and their 
enthusiasm and talent made us all immensely proud. It was truly an evening to remember!

Many thanks to Ms. Ramsay for 
preparing the children and 

organising the event and for all 
of the adults who gave up their 
time to attend the event with 

the children. 
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ActivKids Event Inspires and Raises Over £7,000!
Our recent ActivKids event was a tremendous success! Pupils 
participated in a series of exciting activities, guided by none other 
than Paralympian Kylie Grimes. Kylie, a multi-time Paralympic 
athlete who competed in Tokyo 2020, made history as the first 
woman to ever win a Paralympic Gold medal in Wheelchair Rugby. She 
brought incredible energy to the day, sharing her story of 
perseverance and achievement that inspired us all.
As part of the event, pupils enjoyed a motivational assembly, where 
Kylie reminded us that hard work, dedication, and a positive attitude 
can make anything possible.
Thanks to everyone’s amazing support and generosity, we’re thrilled 
to announce that we raised an incredible £7,000! These funds will be 
split between supporting ActivKids and enhancing our school 
resources.
A huge thank you to everyone who sponsored, supported, and 
cheered on the event, and to all the children for their enthusiasm and 
effort. You’ve made a real difference! 
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Exploring Wind Power: Year 3’s Visit to Upminster 
Windmill

Our Year 3 students had an amazing time visiting Upminster Windmill
as part of their science topic on forces and wind. They explored what 
wind is and how it can be harnessed as a source of power.
Inside the windmill, the children were fascinated by its incredible 
mechanisms—from the towering sails to the working millstones—and 
learned how different forces work together to grind grain. This hands-
on experience brought their learning to life, deepening their 
understanding of renewable energy and sparking their curiosity about 
the power of nature! 

Well Done 2F!
2F treated us to a wonderful class assembly, 

showcasing some of the amazing things they have 
been learning. The children shared their 

understanding of Gospel Values and Catholic Social 
Teaching, retold the story of Noah, and reflected on 

what makes them special. Their confident 
speaking, enthusiastic singing, joyful dancing, and 

expressive acting made it a truly memorable 
performance. Well done, 2F, for your hard work and 
for sharing such an inspiring message with us all!

Prayer for the End of January
Loving God,

As we come to the end of January, we 
thank You for all the blessings of this new 

year so far. Thank You for our friends, 
and families who guide and support us 

each day.
Help us to continue to grow in kindness, 

patience, and wisdom as we move 
forward. May we always share Your love 

with others and shine as lights in our 
school and community.

We place the rest of this school term in 
Your hands, trusting that You will guide 

us with Your love and peace.
Amen.






