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Aims

■ To share end of year expectations

■ To share the types of questions children be required 

to answer

■ To share how you  can help your child



How do we prepare your children for the SATs?

■ We will continue to teach the skills for reading, writing and maths as 

usual.

■ We will give children past papers nearer to the time so that they are 

not surprised by the format on the day.  We will model how to find 

answers in the text for reading.  We will remind the children of 

different strategies for solving maths problems.  We  teach grammar 

terminology to the children during English lessons.

■ We will make the SATs experience as stress free as possible.  They 

will never know from us that they will be doing SATs.



How and when we will administer the SATs

The SATs will take place during the last two weeks of the first half of the 

summer term (the last two weeks in May).  We will not share the timetable 

with children or parents – we don’t want to cause any unnecessary anxiety.

We will tell the children that they will be doing special work – we will not use 

the terms SATs, assessments or tests.

The children will undertake the SATs in groups of 15.  The rest of the children 

will undertake other activities during this time, away from their classroom.



How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry 

about and that they should always just try their best. Please do not use words like 

exams or tests.  We call it ‘Special Work’.  

• Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any home learning activities, Maths homework, Times 

tables Rock Stars, Words of the Week, and reading – these often involve speaking 

and listening and problem solving which are vital skills.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 

reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!



The Tests

■ The children will take assessments in:

• Reading;

•Writing - Grammar, punctuation and spelling; and

•Maths.

■ The tests are due to take place in May.



Reporting to parents

■ The marks are used to inform teacher assessment.  The teacher 

assessments will be reported to parents in reports in July once they 

have been moderated.

■ The terms ‘Working towards’, ‘Working at the expected standard’ and 

‘Working at greater depth’ or ‘Above the expected standard’ will be 

used on your child’s end of year report.



Reading

■ The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

•The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.

•Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and 

understanding of a child’s reading.

•Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, 

others require short answers and some require an extended 

response or explanation.



Reading – Paper 1

Reading – Paper 2 (Separate 

reading and answer paper)

These 
often catch 
children out 



Spelling

The words in the test 

are a mixture of 

common exception 

words and words 

covered in our daily 

phonics sessions.



Grammar, punctuation and spelling

We cover the grammar and punctuation objectives during discrete grammar sessions, 

and throughout our English teaching.





Mathematics

■Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic. It covers calculation methods for all operations.

• Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and mathematical fluency.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied including 

multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing a 

shape. Some questions will also require children to show or explain their working 

out



Sample Questions
Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic

The Arithmetic paper 
includes addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication and 
division. 



Sample Questions
Maths Paper 2: Reasoning.  This paper includes some oral questions read by the teacher.

We encourage children to make jottings/do workings out.  We 

do this during lessons too.



Key Stage 1 frameworks:  Standards

For English reading, English writing (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

and mathematics pupils will be grouped into 4 categories:

• working towards the expected standard

• working at the expected standard

• working at greater depth within the expected standard, or

• a category for those pupils who do not meet the ‘working towards the 

expected standard’.

For science pupils will be grouped into 2 categories:

• Working at the expected standard, or

• A category for those pupils who do not meet the standard,



Reading – Working towards the expected 
standard



Reading – Working at the expected standard



Reading – Greater Depth



How you can help your child read

■ Read for at least 10 minutes every night

■ Read a few pages to your child, read them together, then get 

your child to read it back to you independently

■ Talk about what you have read using some of the VIPERS 

question stems









Writing – Working towards



Writing – Expected standard



Writing – Greater depth



How can you help your child with their 
writing

■ Practise ‘Words of the Week’ – write them in sentences. 

■ Look at the patterns in the words,  Underline the focus 

grapheme or pattern – gnaw, flies.  

■ Always use the school font when practicing weekly 

words/writing.













Lower case letters

Most letters start at the top.  Try to write each letter on the line.



Capital Letters

All capital letters start at the top. Try to write each letter on the line.



PenPals Handwriting scheme – See our school website



Maths – Working towards



Maths – Expected Standard



Maths – Greater depth



Reasoning

Answer
Prove it
Explain it



Number formation – start all numbers from the top



Science – Expected standard


